
Thorpe Parish Council open space maintenance contract 
 
This document details the necessary works that need to be undertaken by any 
successful applicant for the maintenance and upkeep of the Lady Nelson Playing 
Field / Lockyers Woodland Walk and play area and other open spaces within 
Thorpe- -Le-Soken  
 
You will be expected to work closely with the Councillors who hold direct 
responsibility for the playing field and open spaces, providing regular updates where 
necessary and reporting any issues that maybe of a criminal nature and need police 
attention. 
 
The Lady Nelson Playing Field is located to the rear of Thorpe Sports and Social 
Club and is accessible to pedestrians and vehicles from Abbey Street and 
pedestrians only from Station Road. The Field is a combined six acres of copse, 
trees one football pitch, a children’s play area and a skate ramp facility. Lockyers 
Wood is located on station road.   
 
We would like to invite you to quote for the following works over a three year contract 
commencing from 1st June 2020 – 31st May 2023.  
 
Any successful applicant will be expected to provide their own tools and equipment 
and to have their own Public Liability insurance policy. 
 
The Parish Council estimates that these works will take approximately 400 person 
hours each year on aggregate, which equates to 33.3 hours per month. These hours 
will need to be scheduled accordingly by any successful applicant and managed to 
accommodate the football seasons. 
 
The main grass areas of the playing field and greens, including the football pitch, are 
currently maintained under a separate contract. 
 
 
The tasks required are as follows. 
 

1. Maintenance and regular inspection of the playing field to include 
• remove all dog excrement, litter, broken glass and any foreign objects 

which could pose a risk to the general public (covering the whole of the 
estate) 

• Maintaining, monitoring and repairing play fixtures and fittings. 
Reporting back to the Parish Council where further/more complex 
works are required. 

• Cut/strim the main children’s play area during growing season 



• Ensure the area around the skate ramp is clear from debris and items 
which may pose a threat to users 

• Cut and remove any small branches from the shrubs and surrounding 
trees that may pose a risk to users 

• Cut/strim the areas of grass which run along the playing field boundary 
fences 

2. Football Pitch – the football pitch has to be white lined (machine and paint 
provided by Parish Council). There is, on occasions, the need to cut the lines 
prior to white lining with a mower to ensure they stand out. The frequency of 
the white line marking depends heavily on the weather but on average this 
needs to be undertaken every two weeks during the season September-May. 

3. Other maintenance works, including emergency call outs, as requested by the 
Parish Council 

4. Monitoring and maintaining the woodland walk and play equipment through 
Lockyers Wood 

5. Strimming and hedge cutting as required, to maintain visibility and safety for 
road users and pedestrians 
 
 

Interested parties should send their expression of interest and quote to the Clerk of 
the Parish Council at thorpeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk  by 5.00pm on Monday 6th 
April. 


