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THORPE-LE-SOKEN PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Mrs Shirley Howe, 7 Rectory Road,
Weeley Heath CO16 9AY
Telephone: 01255 830995

October 2019
REF: 2019-20-7
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD MONDAY 14TH OCTOBER 2019
7.00 PM AT THE BAPTIST CHURCH SCHOOLROOM
PRESENT:

CLLRS; LAND - CHAIRMAN, POWELL VICE-CHAIRMAN,
COOPER, EWART, FIELDER, RAFTERY
APOLOGIES; BLANDFORD, CARPENTER, STARLING,
Chairman opened the meeting, Welcomed Fellow Councillors and 4 Members of
The Public.
Minutes of last meeting held Monday 14th October 2019 having previously been
circulated were agreed as a True Record and signed by The Chairman.
Proposed Cllr Ewart, Seconded Cllr Powell unanimously agreed.
Declaration of Members Interest: There were none.
Chairman’s Report:
Planning: An additional application is to be submitted for 70/80 extra properties
along Frinton Road. Permission has already been given for 49.
Abbey Gardens site is selling fast but Landermere Road has only sold about 4/5
properties.
The Chairman said that the Life House has put in a further appeal against the
appeal decision.
Caravans Parked along Frinton Road: This all relates to a very old Planning
Permission that dated way back to 1986 when a family was allowed permission
for the caravans to be lived in April – October. This is a new application that has
been submitted and The Chairman said he was looking into it.
Byng Crescent Car Park has been completely resurfaced and looks good.
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Christmas Festival: The Chairman said the Christmas Festival is being held
5.30 pm Friday 6th December, the necessary permission has been given for the
road to be closed, and as far as he is aware it will not be clashing with Frinton or
any other Schools nearby. 2019 is going to be different and very spectacular with
more Lights, stalls and a lot of activities for the children including a skating rink.
More helpers are always required and anybody who would be interested in
helping please contact Dan,
Community Speed Watch
Storage Container: Discussion held and meeting was told that rental was £20 per
week. Cllr Coulter suggested it may be cheaper to purchase one and store it
somewhere. It’s not only for Parish Council records to be stored in, there is also
some machinery that is used for clearing the Parish Footpaths be stored at
Cllr’ Fielders and Lands.
Chris Roe wife of the late Graham, has told Cllr Land that She has some Salt, Grit
and a container that belongs to the Parish Council - something else for the
container.
PUBLIC DISCUSSION:
Cars parking under the bridge in Station Road; Concern was expressed by Alan
Newman reference vehicles that are parked under the bridge in Station Road.
Alan said he had spoken to the owner of the Garage adjacent and is now looking
to speak to an E.C.C Highways Officer. A discussion followed and Cllrs agreed that
there had always been a problem with parking around that vicinity and because of
the speed that drivers go, it makes it even more dangerous and difficult for people
when trying to exit Edward Road and Station Approach. Speed along Station Road
has always caused concern and it was felt that the whole length of road From
Plough Corner Harwich Road, to The Memorial Abbey Street/Station Road junction
should be restricted to 30 mph. The Chairman said he would make enquiries to
see if there is anything that can be done.
Further concern’s were:
A boundary fence has been removed and replaced with a very large container that
has been put to the rear of 16 Byng Cescent and also overlaps onto Alans rear land
by approximately 6-8’. Legal Advice is being taken
For more in-depth information of the following, please refer to Oct 14th Agenda.
Correspondence/e-mails. All Planning Matters
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New Applications, 19/01351/FUL
01372/ADV

01097/LBC
01341/TCA

01253/LBC
01422/TC

01276/FUL
01424/TCA

19/01410/FUL Whilst we have no objections, we are concerned that an extension
of that size will be out of keeping with the street and a very large container that
has been put to the rear of the property. A site visit would be recommended.

Determinations, 00904/FUL Edward Road. 01096FUL Rear of Oaks
REFUSAL for the above 2 applications.
Appeals: 19/0004/OUT Edward Road - dismissed
Fibre High Speed Broadband: Construction to bring full fiber broadband to rural
Essex has now started.
Prior to discussing The Parish Council Accounts The Clerk said she would like to
give a personal report and said that she was very concerned that Cllr Land had
been into the Bank without any permission being given by the Parish Council nor
The Finance Committee to amend Signatories for cheques and to change the name
of a direct debit payment for The Playing Field Maintenance.
Any authority for a credit transfer MUST be signed by two signatories who are
Parish Councillors as if it were a cheque.
With no disrespect to Jess Ball who will be taking over as Clerk when I retire in
2020 but she was asked by Cllr Land to fill in and sign the necessary forms to
become a signatory before she was employed by The Parish Council, this action
was totally unacceptable and I would like to point out that as Clerk to The Parish
Council I am the only person who has Control of the accounts and even then I
always ask for permission. These are my believes so please correct me if I am
wrong.
£3804.27 VAT for 2017/18 and £2237.81 VAT for 2018/19 have been submitted
and we are nearing completing of 2019/2020.
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Extra cheques paid in September when the Clerk was on Holiday.
002444
2443
2444
2445

£560.40
£350.00
£ 50.00
£500.00

Clean Machine Direct Ltd.,
Open Spaces
Dan Land, Further CILCA Payment
Training
ECC- Xmas Lighting Tests
Rolph School Association Section 107 Grant Aid

November Cheques to be presented for payment.
Cheque No:
002457
2458
2459
2460
2461

Total
£230.52
£ 78.00
£216.00
£ 49.99
£500.00

VAT

To Whom Paid
Budget Area
T.D.C (2/5/19)
Election
£13.00 Sid Hutchby & Sons, Grass Maint. P.Fied
£36.00 Sid Hutchby Greens Maint,
Greens
EALC Local Council Explained
Baptist Church,
Grant Aid

STANDING ORDERS;
31st October ONECOM

£21.48

A & J Lighting 184.80

30.80

e-on energy
e-on energy
e-on energy

162.38
157.14
162.38

7.73
7.48
7.73

£3.58

Telephone
Street Lighting Repairs

September Invoice
October Invoice
November Invoice

Energy
Energy
Energy

DIRECT DEBIT’S will be paid by Bank on 12th of each month
• Shirley Howe – Clerk – Wages & Expenses
• J.A.Bullock - P.F. Maintenance
•
30th October Current A/C £45,669.38

and

£778.39
£340.00

Treasurers A/C: £30,427.24
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Sub Committee Reports:
Christmas Lights: Cllr Raftey said the Annual Safety Check of all the Lighting
had been carried out and everything is now beginning to fall into place.
Finance: A Finance Committee meeting is to be held on Monday 28th October
Highways & Pavements: No Report
Lockyer’s Wood: In Cllr Coulters absence The Chairman paid “ Special Thanks”
To her for all the time and work that she has put into completing the Lockyer’s
Wood Project. There is now a new Play Area and Nature Trail for everybody to
enjoy and when you look around you will see that there are a lot of different
activities and wood carvings around the area to.
Kelly said out of politeness she would like to ask the Parish Council for permission
to use Lockyers Wood for her sons 4th Birthday Party. There was no objection
Parish Footpaths & Village Greens: Cllr Fielder said it was becoming rather messy
around the Kissing Gate Foot path 3. Permission was given to him to purchase
some Type 1.
Playing Field:
Cllr Land said the area around the Goal mouths have also
become very messy and the Football Team has been unable to play on it for some
time. They have done some work around the area FOC but it is unable to recover
due to popularity of the village youth. It was suggested that some seed be put
down.
Chairman said that Danny Kimble has given notice that he will be retiring and
John Ruddock will be taking over and continue working to the end of Danny’s
contract.
Street Lighting:

Everything appears to be working.

TDALC: Cllr Powell said Kath Bigwell was in attendance and it was a good
evening. Discussions covered Appeals, What 106 meant and concern about Land
Developers and all the properties that are being built.
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Thorpe in Bloom: No Report
Grant Funding application has been received from The Baptist Church for the
amount of £500 to go towards replacing the heating in the school room.
After a Discussion this was proposed Cllr Powell, Seconded Cllr Fielder, all in
favour.

Date/Time/Venue of next meeting:
MONDAY 9th DECEMBER 2019 7 pm at the Baptist Church Schoolroom.
Close of Meeting: There being nothing further to discuss, the meeting
closed at 9.20pm
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